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TO THE PHYSICIAN:
Hancock‑South Madison Joint Services provides special programming for students who qualify as orthopedically impaired and other health impaired.  In most cases, the students remain in a regular classroom in their home school but also receive supportive services.  State regulations include the definitions listed below. Please note if your evaluation is not covered by insurance or Medicaid and is to be conducted at school expense, Joint Services will provide payment only for the services needed to make the eligibility determination.

ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENT
An orthopedic impairment is a physically disabling condition determined to be a serious impairment of a student's locomotion or motor functions, and which adversely affects educational performance. The term may include impairments caused by congenital anomaly, disease such as muscular dystrophy, or impairments from other causes such as cerebral palsy, amputations, and fractures or burns that cause contractures. 

OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENT
An "other health impairment" is one which adversely affects a student's educational performance and is manifested by limited strength, vitality, or alertness due to chronic or acute health problems. 

A diagnostic statement must be on file from a physician with an unlimited license to practice medicine.  The statement should describe the student's condition and indicate any special considerations which should be included in planning an individualized educational program.  
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